Praise for Miss Veal and Miss Ham 

‘The moving and surprising story of a discreet love, put to its greatest test amongst the tuppenny-ha’penny stamps and mint imperials of a little English post office at the start of the 1950s.’ 
The Reverend Richard Coles

‘A gloriously warm-hearted tribute to the courage of hidden lives.’ 
Francis Spufford 

‘A beautiful book about a forgotten part of English history. Moving, deep, angry and at times very funny. A really lovely book in the true sense of a book to love.’ 
Timberlake Wertenbaker

‘What might lie hidden in the lives of others? Witty and heart-breaking by turn, this evocative, tender, poignant novel is a glorious and loving testament to quiet courage.’ 
Maura Dooley.

‘A meticulously detailed evocation of a lost time and place, with skilful characterisation, absorbing social commentary and a beguiling sense of intimacy.’ 
James Scudamore

‘Nothing about it feels like the work of a novice. Well-written and touching.’ 
Richard Eyre 

‘Tender, delightful and heartbreaking, I absolutely couldn't put this book down.’ 
Karen McLeod 

'Touching, dramatic and wholly authentic – my mother read it in one voluptuous gulp.' 
Greg Mosse


Reader Reviews – 4+* average rating Good Reads and Amazon

Elaine Carter – Reviewer. 5 stars
Thought provoking, heart-breaking and so masterfully written that you can feel the emotions that the characters experience as the story unfolds. A must read.

Debbie Jaggers – Reviewer. 5 stars
What a wonderful novel, could even become a classic I reckon. A beautiful novel of love between two women in 1950’s England. I really enjoyed the character formation and the gentle roll of the storyline. Wonderful debut novel, thank you to the author. 

Jill Walker – Reviewer. 5 stars
How does one describe such a book? It’s full of empathy and in-depth emotions as both ladies approach the finality of being penniless and homeless and death.  The author broaches some very delicate subjects with skill, but the end result is just so sad. Bravo, a true page-turner of a novel.

Verity Halliday – Reviewer.  5 stars
Miss Veal and Miss Ham Is a short book, but packs a huge emotional punch.  A beautifully told story about love, grief, queerness and keeping living despite it all. A very highly recommended read.

Richard Derus.  Reviewer 4.5 stars
The antique dramatic structure of setting the action of your tale over the course of one day is antique for a reason: Focus. Audience focus, author focus, character focus, are all enhanced...even compelled...by setting all the action in one day. Author Heywood does that very well in Veal and Ham's life-challenging day.  

Kelly Taylor – Reviewer 4.5 stars
A sensitive, moving, and bittersweet novel, covering an important day in the life of two women living together in suburban post-war England. Miss Beatrix Veal and Miss Dora Ham are respectable spinsters in public. Privately, they are long term partners in a world where being gay is not acknowledged or socially acceptable. The stifled feeling of the 1950s is well evoked, especially compared to the London life the women have left behind.

Anna Maria Giacomasso – Librarian 5 stars
Emotional, sad and heartbreaking. Well plotted, fleshed out characters. Recommended

Paul Wagenbreth – Reviewer. 5 stars
Their declining years haven’t been kind to Dora Ham and Beatrix Veal, the eponymous and intimate protagonists of Vikki Heywood’s finely wrought “Miss Veal and Miss Ham,” All this the more affecting for the restrained or undramatic manner in which author Heywood conveys the women’s plight, reminiscent for me of the style of Edith Wharton.

Daphne Sharpe – Reviewer. 5 stars
 A simple story, but their shared history is one of endeavour, pushing against boundaries and refusing to be cowed by accepted conventions. A very sad tale, but so thoughtful, honest and filled with love. Such a wonderful piece of writing about the social history of lesbians of the older generation, their story is not often told due to shame or repression.
A five star read, I have already recommended it to my local library, our human library group( oral histories) and my book group.

Ellie Potts Barrett – Educator. 5 stars
Miss Veal and Miss Ham is so wonderfully British. It's a sad tale. It's a quick read and quite lovely, although reader beware, it is a sad ending. Highly recommended reading!

Donna McCaul-Thibodeau – Reviewer. 4.5 stars
I enjoyed this book very much. Not a lot is written about lesbians in that day and age, so the material felt fresh and original. I did guess a major plot point but it in no way interfered with my enjoyment of this book. Highly recommended.

Sarah-Hope Parmeter – Educator. 4.5 stars
Vikki Heywood's Miss Veal and Miss Ham is one of those novels that at first seem straightforward, but that keep unfolding in one's mind into increasingly complex works—not because of plot twists, but because the simplicity of the story allows the reader to see how very complicated even a simple story can be.
If you enjoy queer lit or historical fiction set in the mid-20th Century, you'll find riches here. Heywood offers them in a straightforward manner leaving readers to see the layers upon layers of experience and action embedded within that 24-hour period.

Emily Jacobs – Reviewer. 5 stars
It isn’t often that I am able to read about older lesbians, and the opportunity to do so during pride month seemed altogether timely. the entirety of this book takes place over a single day – a life changing one, for the titular misses veal and ham – and I felt entirely immersed in it through the lens of Beatrix’s point of view.  Though this work wasn’t very long, it left a touching, emotional impact.
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